
  
ARTS 1611 DRAWING II 

CRN24116  
MW12:00pm. - 02:45pm.  Building NA -1150  

Professor: Claire Paul 
Office:  NA 3rd Floor (Office #4) 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 7AM-9AM, Fri 10:30-12:30PM  
Phone: 770-274-5554 
Email:  cpaul@gsu.edu 

Course Description 
Prerequisite: ARTS 1610 or permission of the Department Chair. This course explores drawing 
problems in a variety of media. The drawing process and the use of pictorial space will be 
explored. The course may include some use of the Fine Arts Computer Laboratory. This syllabus 
may change at the discretion of the instructor as course needs change or as the needs of the class 
change. A reasonable effort will be made by the instructor to inform the student of changes on a 
timely basis.  

 Text: Drury, Fritz and Stryler, Joanne., (2009) Drawing Structure and Vision. Upper Saddle 
River, NJ., Pearson Prentice Hall.  (This text is required for the course.  Students must have 
text by end of drop/add period.) 

Purpose and Course Objectives 
Through drawing we express our ideas, our individual mark, create a visual language, a 
narrative, and use critical thinking skills in addition to our intuition and conceptual abilities. We 
will discuss the following advanced drawing terms:  
  
 VARIETY AND VISUAL ISSUES (CHAPTER 9) 
 UNITY: Balance, Harmony, Variety, Movement, Format and Composition 
 FORMAL VS. CONCEPTUAL: Objective and Non-objective drawing, Style of  
Drawing, Mark-making, etc.  
 EXPRESIVE ISSUES (CHAPTER 10) 
 MULTI MEDIA 



  

Course Requirements 
We will work primarily in black dry media such as charcoal, pencil, and conte on paper. Drawing 
I is geared towards a specific learning experience and is focused mostly on technique. However, 
there will be some room for conceptual development and personal voice. Drawing II will allow a 
greater personal freedom on projects as well as more difficult techniques. Your focus, attitude, 
and participation are CRITICAL to your success in this class. Be here and be ready to 
work!!  

Sketchbooks 
There will be a sketchbook /journal that will be reviewed several times over the semester. 
Sometimes your sketchbook will be reviewed by the entire class. This journal/sketchbook should 
be composed of a combination of drawings, sketches, notes, ideas, observations, etc. Think of 
this as part of your practice as a daily artist. Carry that lovey around with you everywhere. 
Personalize it. It will reward you more the more you use it. It will tell your story successes and 
struggles- and often your best work will be lurking in your sketchbook.  

Critiques 
For many of you critiques may be a new experience or perhaps they were different in high 
school. I will talk in depth about how critiques will be run in the classroom, how to participate, 
and what is the purpose of this kind of discussion. You do not need any prior amazing artistic 
knowledge to participate. As we advance during the semester, I would prefer that you begin 
using the terminology and ideas we learn in class to describe what you see as evidence of your 
understanding of the elements and principles, conceptual ideas, art history, etc.  This is part of 
your learning experience - be open! 

Critiques are like our quiz days- there will be writing components and everyone is expected to 
attend and participate. If you miss a critique you can not make it up- you will receive a 0 on your 
project. You must be there!!! Dates will be announced in advance during the semester. If you 
must be absent prior arrangements must be made with the instructor. 

Daily Schedule Examples: (Warm ups to loosen up, do these on your own at home too in your 
sketchbook to warm up) 
 Blind contours 
 Gesture 
 Drawing your trash 
 Drawing your neighbor’s arm movements follow hand 
 Moving your body- standing and gesture with sound 
 Drawing upside down 

The Proposed Schedule: 



Keep in mind each project skill will build into the next project, i.e. once we discuss space and 
shapes/volume we continue that into our contour drawings. 

Project One: Materials Exploration/ Automatic drawing/painting 
Learning about process in art. Fluxus= play drawing on your neighbors drawing. Parlor games, 
etc. Fluxus workbook (Additive and Subtractive processes) erasers and china marker or conte 
crayon. Redrawing the same project over and over. Exquisite Corpse. Random games and 
assignments. Sub-conscious working- drawing your signature upside-down and backwards.  
Sound mapping PROJECT: details to follow.   

Project Two: Variety and Visual Issues 
Using variety in your drawings, including: development of texture and varied line markings to 
create more interesting visual information, arrangement of objects, spaces in the picture plane, 
shaping ideas into your drawings by choosing unique persepectives: i.e. birds eye view, worm, 
eye level, zoom., etc. Using both life and photographic elements explore the meaning of drawing 
in context to photography and technology. 10 Completed drawings- any size.  

Project Three – Conceptual and Expressive Issues 
Looking at other artists and ideas where the process of drawing and ideas surrounding mark 
making push the boundaries of what we understand as drawing processes. Be prepared to chose a 
main topic of focus for your project which will consist of 3 MAJOR large scale drawings. 
These drawings must be related in focus and should reflect research and idea of your topic.  

Project Four: Putting it all together or taking it all apart. Student directed project For this 
project I am only asking that you do a self-portrait topic. It can be literal and rendered exactly 
like a photograph it can also be a series of objects from your room that describe you. It could be 
more Fluxus in nature as a series of instructions that you then follow, it can be taking our way of 
seeing and turning it on its end. You could “mess up” measuring. Here are the parameters for the 
final project: 
 1. Must be a product of some kind drawing for me to grade- (either evidenced by video,  
photo, or recording of process if process project.) Meaning if you are doing a drawing  there 
should be a drawing finished. If you are erasing your entire portrait- then video  tape it so I 
know you have some evidence of the process- don’t just show up with a blank  erased paper.  
 2. I will need proposals in writing before you begin the project that will include 
researched materials: i.e. photos, books, quotes, recorded sound. Etc. We will discuss these 
in class.  
 3. If you decide to draw, consider what elements you will add or subtract to make your 
project uniquely you.  
 4. You are welcome to do a performance and video tape (IMPORTANT NOTE:-(I require 
that it is CD/DVD Quicktime format), however there must be some relation to drawing or 
something we have done in this class. This could be drawing live, it could be drawing after 
you perform, before, etc.  



 5. Reflection or artist statement (typed): Since our time in class is so brief, I would really 
like to know what thoughts went into the project. It could be a paragraph or a narrative of some  
kind that leads me into your “line” (no pun intended) of thinking. Really think about how we 
have talked about new ways of seeing- I will not grade grammar or spelling, but if I can’t make 
sense out of it- I won’t waste time on it.  

*** can also be an “Anti-portrait” 

Evaluation of Course 
Your grading for the semester will be figured from the five main projects as well as the 
cumulative sketchbook and participation. Although grading in art classes is somewhat subjective, 
the sample grading sheet gives outlines for the criteria necessary to do well on a project.  
 1) Overall effectiveness (energy, creativity, difficulty factor, imagination) 
 2) Execution and presentation (skill gained through practice, formal considerations, 
exploration, and quality of finished work) 
 3) Technical growth (handling of materials, experimentation, facility of execution) 
 4) Preparation (research when required, having appropriate materials and  using them, 
sketches as required) 
 5) Studio habits (development of focused and productive work attitude) 
 6) Critical vocabulary (participation in critiques and discussions to evidence a  
working language of discussing your and other’s work) 

In-class assignments portfolio   (6 Projects)     85% 
Participation and  preparedness      10%  
sketchbook/diary smaller assignments  5% 

SET UP AND BREAKDOWN- Students must arrive and set up with own work area at the start 
of class ( that means arriving early) and clean work areas before leaving each day. A student who 
fails to clean or break down their work area consistently will first be given a verbal warning and 
then may lose their participation grade for the day. Please help to keep the studio neat!! 

GPC Institutional Attendance Policy/Attendance Policy:  
Student’s academic success is the major priority of Georgia Perimeter College. Because regular 
participation enhances the learning process, students are expected to adhere to the attendance 
policy set forth by the college and individual faculty members. Differences in content and 
teaching styles exist among courses, which can impact student learning. Therefore, students are 
strongly encouraged to attend all classes and prepare themselves for assignments, tests and other 
course related activities. Students are accountable for assignments and material covered during 
an absence.  

A student cannot “make up” drawing work that is based on three hours of interactive classroom 
experience. Please plan to attend EVERY class. Please do not arrive late or leave class early, 



unless you have made prior arrangements with the instructor. A student who misses more than 
20% of the class meetings in ART 1610 will receive a failing grade for the class, unless the 
student withdraws by midterm. 

SIDENOTE: At any time in the semester, feel free to email me with questions about your 
progress or other issues. Please contact me before your failing grade becomes an issue and 

lets try to get you back on track. I want you to succeed in this class! ☺   

Withdrawal from Class: Please follow guidelines and procedures set forth in the Student 
Handbook and be aware of withdrawal dates should it become necessary for you to withdraw.  

Late Work: A student may turn in a LU or homework assignment once during the semester, 
without providing the instructor with a documented excuse. Additional late work will be 
accepted only with documentation such as a doctor note, court order, funeral program, etc. 
Projects are assigned in advance and will not be made up after critiques.  

Cheating and plagiarism policy. Cheating includes any attempts to defraud, deceive or mislead 
the instructor in arriving at an honest grade assessment, and may include copying answers from 
other students, using work from another class you have taken as work for this class (without 
instructor approval), or using unauthorized notes during tests. Plagiarism is a particular form of 
cheating that involves presenting as one’s own the ideas of work of another, and may include 
using other people’s ideas without proper attribution and submitting another person’s work as 
one’s own. Violations of the cheating policy will result in a grade of zero for the assignment in 
question, may result in a failing grade for the course and can be referred to the College Court for 
additional punishment. See the Student Conduct Code in the Student Handbook for details and 
for a review of the appeals procedure.  

Disability Statement 
If you are a student who is disables as defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act and require assistance or support 
services, please seek assistance through the Center for Disabilities Services. A CDS Counselor will coordinate those services. If 
you need classroom accommodations because of a documented disability, please make an appointment with me during my office 
hours during the first full week of class to specify your arrangements.  

Statement of Non-Discrimination. Georgia Perimeter College supports the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order #11246, 
Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. No person shall on the basis of age, race, religion, color, gender, sexual orientation, national origin or disability, 
be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity of 
the college. And individual with a grievance related to the enforcement of any of the above provisions should contact the 
Assistant Director of Human Resources Ombudsperson.  

Affirmative Action Statement. Georgia Perimeter College ad hears to Affirmative action policies to promote 
diversity and equal opportunity for all faculty, staff, and students.  

Classroom Behavior and Disruption Policy 
All students will act in a manner demonstrating respect to other students, faculty, administration, 
and guest speakers. Students may not use earphones- EXCEPT when allowed by instructor. ALL 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES: CELL PHONES, COMPUTERS, PAGERS, etc. should be in 
an off or silent position. DO NOT TEXT DURING CLASS. Please do not answer your 



phone during class- if you continue to disrupt the class you will be given one verbal 
warning from the instructor. After that you will be asked to leave the class. Step outside for 
an emergency- we often take short breaks during drawings, so you may wait until then to 
answer calls/texts.  

POLICY 
Disruptive student behavior in an academic setting is prohibited at Georgia Perimeter 
College.  

PROCEDURE 
Disruptive behavior is defined as any behavior that interferes with teaching, 
administration, college activities, and the collegiate learning process. Determination of a 
behavior as disruptive is at the discretion of faculty or staff and can be dependent upon 
many factors. 

Behavior which college personnel may declare disruptive includes, but is not limited to, the 
following: 

·     Entering class late or leaving early (without permission) 

·     Eating/drinking in class without permission 

·     Sleeping in class 

·     Persistent speaking without permission 

·     Inappropriate use of electronic devices 

·     Disputing the authority of faculty or staff 

·     Arguing with faculty, staff or other students 

·     Electronic communications which are abusive, harassing, or excessive 

·     Threats of any kind and/or harassment 

·     Physical or verbal disruptions or assault 



WEEK 1 a.  Discuss Philosophy, Syllabi, Supply List, Sketchbook 

   b.  P. 1:Begin Fluxus/Automatic drawings materials exploration 

WEEK 2 a.  continue b.  continue, but work as individuals 

WEEK 3 a.continue b.  continue  

WEEK 4 a.  continue b.  Critique  

WEEK 5 a. P. 2  b. continue 

WEEK 6 a. continue b. continue 

WEEK 7 a. continue b. continue  

WEEK 8 a. Critique b. P.3 

WEEK 9  a. continue b.  continue 

WEEK 10a. continue b.  continue 

WEEK 11a.  continue b. continue 

WEEK 12a continue b. Critique 

WEEK 13a.  P4  b. Research 

WEEK 14a.  Propose final project:  using information and experience gathered in semester, 
produce a portrait(s) <2-D, 3-D, performance, etc.>       

b. individual discussion; class works on project 

WEEK 15 a.  class format same as above b.  same as above 

WEEK 16   a. Final Project/Final Critique 

  b. Continuation (if necessary) or Film, etc. 



 *Syllabus is subject to change or revision as instructor sees fit to accommodate 
dynamics of group* 

  

Drawing II REQUIRED Materials List:  

Charcoal (stick, cube, vine- hard and soft)  

Black conte crayons/White conte crayons 

White (Strathmore for example)Bond pad of white drawing paper (18x24) (You may  need 
to buy another one later in the semester, but start with one) 

Single Sheets/Drawing paper (TBD: Fabriano, Lenox, etc) 

One big expensive heavy piece of drawing paper (like $5 piece), your choice.  

Erasers (kneeded and gum) 

Tool box suggested ( can be anything to help you organize your materials) 

Portfolio case for care of drawings- buy it or make it but PUT YOUR NAME ON IT! 

Drawing board ( minimum size 18 x24) 

Alligator clips 

China pen black  

Sketchbook 

Ink (sepia or black) and brushes 

NO NEWSPRINT- Don’t worry about the “precious paper”, we just do it. ☺  



Name __________________ 

       Project _____ Date ________ 

A grade -
significant creative 
development and 
excellent 
achievement in all 
aspects of 
assignment 20- 19 
points

B grade-extra effort 
and creative 
achievement and 
growth 
18- 16 points

C grade--work 
adequately meets 
the requirements 

15- 10 points

D grade- 
Unsatisfactory or less 
than adequately 
meets the 
requirements 

10-7 points Score 

Critical vocabulary 
(participation in crits and 
discussions to evidence a 
working language of 
discussing your and 
other’s work)

 Student frequently 
participates in 
critique and 
discussions 
attempting a critical 
vocabulary or 
dialogue

Student sometimes 
participates in critique 
discussions

Student rarely 
participates in 
critiques 
discussions

Student does not 
participate

 Student 

Teacher 

Execution and 
presentation (skill gained 
through practice, formal 
considerations, 
exploration, and quality of 
finished work)

Students 
composition was 
well executed, 
showed evidence of 
formal 
considerations, and 
qualities of finished 
work 

Students composition 
adequately showed 
evidence of formal 
considerations, and 
qualities of finished 
work 

Students 
composition 
showed little 
evidence of formal 
considerations, and 
qualities of finished 
work 

Students composition 
showed almost no 
evidence of formal 
considerations, and 
qualities of finished 
work 

Student 

Teacher

Technical growth 
(handling of materials, 
experimentation, facility of 
 execution)

Students work 
shows technical 
growth, 
experimentation, 
and is well executed

Students work shows 
some technical 
growth, 
experimentation, and 
is well executed

Students work 
shows little 
technical growth, 
experimentation, 
and is poorly 
executed

Students work shows 
no technical growth, 
experimentation, and is 
poorly executed

Student 

Teacher



Sample Project and Critique Grade Sheet

Preparation (research 
when required, having 
appropriate materials and 
using them, sketches as 
required)

Student shows 
excellent 
preparation and 
research  

Student shows good 
preparation and 
research  

Student shows fair 
preparation and 
research  

Student shows poor 
preparation and 
research  

 Student 

Teacher 

Studio habits 
(development of focused 
and productive work 
attitude) Overall 
effectiveness (energy, 
creativity, difficulty factor, 
imagination)

Student 
demonstrates a 
focused and 
productive attitude 
in class 
Student 
demonstrates a high 
level of creativity, 
energy, imagination, 
and experimentation 
in their work

Student demonstrates 
a somewhat focused 
and productive 
attitude in class  
Student demonstrates 
an average level of 
creativity, energy, 
imagination, and 
experimentation in 
their work 

Student 
demonstrates 
somewhat a 
focused and a less 
than productive 
attitude in class   
Student 
demonstrates an 
average level of 
creativity, energy, 
little imagination, 
and 
experimentation in 
their work

Student lacks a focused 
and productive attitude 
in class  
Student demonstrates a 
poor level of creativity, 
energy, imagination, 
and experimentation in 
their work 

Student 

Teacher

Comments:


